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Note: If you are reading this as part of the T-scan source code archive then the code supplied is for the WHITE night lighting.

FS2000 Primary Flight Instruments

These consist of a Collins vertical speed indicator, Beechcraft airspeed indicator to 300 knots, BF Goodrich Jet-series attitude indicator, Bendix-King altitude indicator and a BF Goodrich clock as a bonus. There are two sets of gauge; one set lights pink at night (dfd_pinkprimary.gau) and the other set lights white (dfd_whiteprimary.gau). They react to the default electrical system Nav Lights switch but they will also react correctly to any third-party electrical switch that uses the PANEL_LIGHTS token variable to control lighting. All of these gauges will frequently be found occupying the same panel in real life; I found this cluster in a Beechcraft 1900D UE with the exception that the BF Goodrich AI was actually in use as a standby indicator.
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The ASI also has three usuable speedbugs. To operate them you need to click on the Cycle Speedbug area which will turn one of the speedbugs a light yellow. Clicking on Speedbug Up/Down area will then move that speedbug. In real life you would physically reach out and move the required speedbug. Unfortunately if you use the pink version of these gauges then selecting the required speedbug at night is a lottery as Microsoft insist on turning yellow into pink.

You may trim the Jet attitude indicator to correct the artificial horizon position for the aircraft you have mounted it in. Note that this screenshot is earlier than the current gauges and that the appearance of the AI is far better than illustrated.

The altitude indicator is coded such that at any x-thousand feet, the altitude will be indicted fifty feet before actually reaching it e.g. at 5000 feet the altitude indicator will say 5000 feet from 4950 feet upwards. This ensures that you don't get the irritating default AI habit of not correctly indicating the current altitude by one thousand feet by allowing a "porpoise" factor for aircraft movement.

The extraction syntax for the gauges is:-

dfd_<colour>primary!gaugename

where colour = pink or white and gaugename = alt, attitude, vsi, asi or clock e.g.

dfd_pinkprimary!clock

Legal Bit

You can use these gauges in any panel of your own. You may also freely distribute these gauges in your own panels subject to the no money restriction. You may also repaint these gauges to fit your own  panel. You may NOT make money with these gauges in any form. You must also distribute this document with any panel you create as it explains the instrument functions.

The undersigned asserts his legal and international right to be recognised as the author of these gauges.

Copyright Dragonflight Design 2001.

-Dai Griffiths 

DragonflightDesign@compuserve.com

