Flight Trip Chooser 1.0

Manual



Introduction

Don’t you feel sometimes overwhelmed with that thousands of places you can fly
using any modern flight simulation? Most of the time you would choose a flight close
to your place or your holiday trip or any other well known places. But how to find
adventure flights in the middle of nowhere in a completely unknown area?

The answer is right here: Flight Trip Chooser 1.0

Just open the Flight Trip Chooser 1.0 to get you a random departure airport
automatically, chosen from more than 23.000 airports around the world. You will
have an automated selection of airports within a distance of 90 nm (the distance is
adjustable with a little workaround) around the departure airport on your finger tips.

Before you finally choose your destination you are able to get pretty detailed
information (hybrid satellite and map view from GoogleMap, aviation charts, airport
information, weather with radar map and so on) about the preselected destinations
right away. No need to type anything, just click and go.

When you are happy with one destination just get all that mentioned fancy stuff, hop
into the cockpit and fly in whatever weather conditions (ActiveSky recommended)
you find there.

To get the most fun out of your flight trip, | recommend you use a real time weather
engine like ActiveSky and a flight planning tool like FSNavigator for IFR based flights.

GoogleEarth doesn’t need to be installed on your PC since GoogleMap will work with
your favourite internet browser via a direct link from Flight Trip Chooser 1.0.

Don’t worry about the strange letters on the screenshots. Unfortunately my MSExcel
is in German language. Sorry for any inconvenience. | have that trouble every day...

A tutorial flight about GPS navigation is in preparation. It will be available at
www.flying-eddie.com as soon as possible.

My Capitols Project could be of your interest. Check my website at
www.flying-eddie.com to find out more.

You will need MSExcel and a connection to the internet to use this tool.

Page 2
All rights reserved by the author (Gerhard Scheuerecker). Any commercial use prohibited.
For additional aviation related stuff check at www.flying-eddie.com




Getting started to find a departure airport

First of all open the file Flight_Trip_Chooser.xls with MSExcel. It should have a
similar look with the following screenshot.

| Microsoft Excel - Flight_Trip_Chooser_1_0.xls
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The grey and yellow box in the top left corner is the random selected departure
airport. Every time you hit the F9 key on your keyboard a new departure airport will
be selected by random. Very important note! Please check that the auto filter at cell
H7 is set to “all” before you hit F9. To do so, click on the small triangle and scroll
upwards until “all” will be displayed and select it. Due to a strange behaviour of
MSExcel it will take very long to recalculate the sheet, if only a small result (let’s say
less than 50 lines or so) of the auto filter is displayed. The smaller the result the
longer it takes.

To get more information about the departure airport, just click once on “Departure
Info fboweb” and wait, you will be served with detailed information about the airport
within some seconds. Be patient and stop clicking around to confuse your PC and
start kicking and yelling coz the dam thing doesn’t work like you expect it. Sounds
familiar — been there to many times...

If you are not happy with the selected departure airport, please hit the F9 key on your
keyboard to get a new random departure airport. If you click on “Departure Info
fooweb” again, you will now get detailed information about the new selected airport.
Cool huh ;-)
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Look at the weather radar. You are really the lucky one if you got ActiveSky installed.
It should be fun and challenging to fly through all the red stuff, yeah.

In case there is not enough information available at fooweb give “Departure Info
Wikipedia” a try. Anyway keep in mind, the less information the better your
adventure.

To get a better overview from your flight trip area, click on the “Departure Google
Map” link and give your browser a chance to load the stuff.

If you got eyes like an eagle you might find the departure airport right away.
Otherwise check the map with fboweb and zoom to find highways and freeways and
those intersections. It shouldn’t be that hard to find it if you get used to the handling.
Try to move to northwest a bit after the map loaded automatically and zoom in.

Have a look at the GoogleMap screenshot next page.
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When you are happy with your departure airport we can proceed to the next step.

Choosing your destination airport

We need to set up the auto filter first. Have a look at cell H7. Click at the little triangle
to open the pop up menu and select “user defined” to bring up the user settings

screen for the auto filter.
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You need to set up the auto filter to “equals or larger than 20” AND “equals or smaller
than 90”. Check the screenshot above for proper settings. Just confirm the settings
by clicking the OK button.

What's happening here? Now the filter is picking all destination airports within the
given limits. Without this filter you would have to go through the sheet line by line and
check every distance field for an appropriate destination for a nice trip. A big deal
since we got more than 23,000 lines. If you are fast it wouldn’t take more than 20
hours to pick one ;-)

| Microsoft Excel - Flight_Trip_Chooser.xls
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After using the auto filter it should look like the screenshot above. There are orange
and green lines. The green lines represent destination airports between 30 — 60 nm
away from your departure airport. The orange lines represents between 20 — 30 nm
and 60 — 90 nm distance from your departure airport.

TIP: If you are looking for other distances just enter your desired numbers in the
settings screen for the auto filter. Don’t worry about the colours of the lines, they will
stay due to the hard coded specifications, so don’t get irritated.
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| Microsoft Excel - Flight_Trip_Chooser.xls
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In Column | named “status” you can type in the word “landed” to set a remark that
you have been there already. Just type “landed” in this cell and hit the return key, the
colour will change to magenta by itself for highlighting.

At the right side of the lines you will find four links. Three of them you know already
from the departure airport (fooweb, Wikipedia and GoogleMap), but here they are
linked to all the different destination airports. The fourth link named WAD (World Aero
Data) brings you directly to the desired entry to worldaerodata.com. It’s a pretty
complete database with very generic information about airports and navaids.

When you find a destination airport of your interest, just get your necessary
information, print it and go flying. For a challenging VFR flight you should have
enough information by now. Try to fly along rivers or highways which you can see at
your printed GoogleMap. A tutorial flight about this procedure is in work. In case you
can’t find your destination airport this way while flying, just use the GPS aboard. A
tutorial flight about simple GPS navigation is in work too.

If you want to fly IFR go ahead and plan your flight (FSNavigator is a good flight
planner; very simple flight planning is possible with the MSFS 2004 built in flight
planner). If you file your flight plan within MSFS 2004 you will be able to use the
MSFS 2004 built in ATC (but no SID and STAR procedures). A tutorial flight will be
available soon.

One thing left to say — keep flying and safe landings.

This material is not authorized for real navigation and is not meant to be used for real
flight planning.

For further information check my website at http:/www.flying-eddie.com.
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