Flight Trip Chooser 2.0

Manual for both,
FSX and FS9 Version



What’s new in Version 2.0

There comes a second Excel sheet named
“Flight_Trip_Chooser_2_0_Departure_pick.xIs” with the package. Due to the request
for having the user to pick a departure airport, | reworked the sheet to make this
possible. It was the best to split both, the random and the user picking feature, in two
separate files, to prevent confusing each other.

The procedure is quite the same, except that you have to enter your desired ICAO
code in the green cell instead of random selection.

Number [ICAO Latitude| Longitude Elev. ft Distance

9280 EDDM 1483538333 11.786 1453

Departure |nfo fhoweh Departure flightstats
Departure Info WaD Ceparture Info Wikipedia
Departure Google Map

Number  ICAD Latitude | Longitude | Elev. ft. | Distance km  Distanc

3 O0AL 34 8647 -g6. 7702 817 77581 5km 4,183
4 00AZ 3435055 -112.1645 3808 8200 km 5,005
5 aoog 35,9147 -7B.5047 0] B7/785km 3,660
2] aooc 372032 -107.8592 BEE3) 87845 km 4,743
- Ane e 14 0009 anasl moARA 4 Len EnTa

After that just follow the procedure (described at the next pages of this manual) to
define a range of distance for the available destination airports around the picked
departure airport.

Other changes:

some ICAO codes were changed automatically due to “science” cell format —
repaired

the decimal degree of Lat/Lon coordinates were not exact — repaired

some hyperlinks didn’t work correct — repaired

there is a version for FSX airports available

the GoogleMap view is larger than before

GoogleMap view won’t skip to Munich after a while

the position of the GoogleMap view is exactly centered now, just use the zoom
bar to zoom in and keep the map centered

the hyperlink “flightstats” is new, pretty good content and very complete
database
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Introduction

Don't you feel sometimes overwhelmed with that thousands of places you can fly
using any modern flight simulation? Most of the time you would choose a flight close
to your place or your holiday trip or any other well known places. But how to find
adventure flights in the middle of nowhere in a completely unknown area?

The answer is right here: Flight Trip Chooser 1.0

Just open the Flight Trip Chooser 1.0 to get you a random departure airport
automatically, chosen from more than 23.000 airports around the world. You will
have an automated selection of airports within a distance of 90 nm (the distance is
adjustable with a little workaround) around the departure airport on your finger tips.

Before you finally choose your destination you are able to get pretty detailed
information (hybrid satellite and map view from GoogleMap, aviation charts, airport
information, weather with radar map and so on) about the preselected destinations
right away. No need to type anything, just click and go.

When you are happy with one destination just get all that mentioned fancy stuff, hop
into the cockpit and fly in whatever weather conditions (ActiveSky recommended)
you find there.

To get the most fun out of your flight trip, | recommend you use a real time weather
engine like ActiveSky and a flight planning tool like FSNavigator for IFR based flights.

GoogleEarth doesn’t need to be installed on your PC since GoogleMap will work with
your favourite internet browser via a direct link from Flight Trip Chooser 1.0.

Don’t worry about the strange letters on the screenshots. Unfortunately my MSExcel
is in German language. Sorry for any inconvenience. | have that trouble every day...

A tutorial flight about GPS navigation is in preparation. It will be available at
www.flying-eddie.com as soon as possible.

My Capitols Project could be of your interest. Check my website at http://www.flying-
eddie.com to find out more.

You will need MSExcel and a connection to the internet to use this tool.
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Getting started to find a departure airport

First of all open the file Flight_Trip_Chooser.xls with MSExcel. It should have a
similar look with the following screenshot.

[ Microsoft Excel - Flight_Trip_Chooser.xls

@ Datei EBearbeiten  Ansicht  Einfilgen  Formak  Exfras  Daten Eenster ¢

DEEan & B <L @& = -5 4] e -2 P and

(4 Ca 4 5 = -
o - f
A B C ] E F ] H
1
2 Number |[ICAD Latitude| Longitude Elev. ft Distance £
3 1910 27FL 3057 -85.25 121
4 Departure Infa fhoweb
g Departure Info Wikipedia
B Departure Google Map
?’ -
g8975 970 DBEBF 921 237 1263 B,530.7 km| 3,526.6 nm
= N a0z DGLE 93 4 52 551 BE758 km| 3,604.9 nm
040 035 DIBMN 91 & -3.2 1145] BE30.2 km  3,580.3 nm
9051 9046 DIOF 936 -4 3 971 BE74.2 k| 3,604.1 nm
a026 031 DNY D 916 12.26 897 B582.4 ko 3,554.5 nm

The grey and yellow box in the top left corner is the random selected departure
airport. Every time you hit the F9 key on your keyboard a new departure airport will
be selected by random. Imortant!

To get more information just click once on “Departure Info fooweb” and wait, you will
be served with detailed information about the airport within some seconds. Be patient
and stop clicking around to confuse your PC and start kicking and yelling coz the
dam thing doesn’t work like you expect it. Sounds familiar — been there to many
times...

If you are not happy with the selected departure airport, please hit the F9 key on your
keyboard to get a new random departure airport. If you click on “Departure Info
fboweb” again, you will now get detailed information about the new selected airport.
Cool huh ;-)

Have a look at the screenshot next page.
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Look at the weather radar. You are really the lucky one if you got ActiveSky installed.
It should be fun and challenging to fly through all the red stuff, yeah.

In case there is not enough information available at fboweb give “Departure Info
Wikipedia” a try. Anyway keep in mind, the less information the better your
adventure.

To get a better overview from your flight trip area, click on the “Departure Google
Map” link and give your browser a chance to load the stuff.

If you got eyes like an eagle you might find the departure airport right away.
Otherwise check the map with fboweb and zoom to find highways and freeways and
those intersections. It shouldn’t be that hard to find it if you get used to the handling.
Try to move to northwest a bit after the map loaded automatically and zoom in.

Have a look at the GoogleMap screenshot next page.

Page 5
All rights reserved by the author (Gerhard Scheuerecker). Any commercial use prohibited.
For additional aviation related stuff check at www.flying-eddie.com




|@ 27FL - Google Maps - Arcor AG & Co. KG =J2/Es
Datei  Bearbeiten  Ansicht Favoriten  Extras 7 :,'
Q) 2urick. ~ [ @ | Psuchen FrFavorten @ (- B L% » 3

adresse |@ hittp:/jimaps. google, com/maps?f=qéq=27FLaie=LITFad=haom=18z=11&I=30,57,65.25 t] Urks (23 UMD ] Knsterlose Hatmai >
Google (Gl 27rL Goo @ & Er ~ ¥ bookmarksy S 3s3blocked P check v % Autolink v |ap sendto~r 4 [E] 27FL Sethings -

z.B. "0 market st, san francisco” oder "Hotels in der Nahe won LAX"

27FL

Karte durchsuchen

Google

Karten
Ergebnisse 1- 6 von ca. 6 fiir 27FL - Suche andern

Firnen finden  Route berechnen

B3

Peck Plaza Managers Cffice
2625 5 Atlantic Ave, Daytona Beach, FL
[386) 761-2853

The World's Best Skylines - ..

... [28f). [463] 472, 4, Hanoi, Vietnam, 2,
Hanoi Tower Block 1 (27f). 473, 4, Vifia del
Mar, Chile, 2, Las Palmas de Refiaca &
(271 ...

ipact.nl

, Schiff Robert M
71 Stevenson St #2000, San Francisco, CA
(415) 986-7700

State Bar of CA : Voluntar

... Contact, President Julius Turman 100
Bush St 27FL San Francisco , CA 94104
Phaone: (415) 986-7700 Fax: Mot Available —
Jturman@HBBlaw ...

ca.gov

, Diamond Trailer Sales
1117 W Qld Route B6, Litchfield, IL
[217) 324-2452

darmon hormet trailer travel ..

... Once you have found your perfect ...
UTOEB03, 2002, TRAVEL TRAILER, DAMOR,

Maps-Suchs

Gespeicherte Standorte | Hilfe

Drucken [ E-Mail == UBL zu dieser Seite

LT

HORMNET, 27TFL, $11935, $9995 .. Cached -
Sirnilar pages. ...
cidrfo.info
Gibson Robb & Lindh LLP
100 1st St, San Francisco, CA M E
&] Fertig B Intermet

When you are happy with your departure airport we can proceed to the next step.

Choosing your destination airport

We need to set up the auto filter first. Have a look at cell H7. Click at the little triangle
to open the pop up menu and select user defined to bring up the user settings screen

for the auto filter.
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The filter settings should say “equals or larger than 20” AND “equals or smaller than
90". If this is the case you don’t need to enter anything. Just confirm the settings by
clicking the OK button.

What's happening here? Now the filter is picking all destination airports within the
given limits. Without this filter you would have to go through the sheet line by line and
check every distance field for an appropriate destination for a nice trip. A big deal
since we got more than 23,000 lines. If you are fast it wouldn’t take more than 20
hours to pick one ;-)

| Microsoft Excel - Flight_Trip_Chooser.xls

Datei  Eearbeiten Ansicht  Einfiigen  Format  Extras Daten  Fenster 7
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2 Number [ICAD Latitude| Longitude Elev. ft Distance Status

3 1910 27FL 30.57 -35.25 121
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=3 Departure Info Wikinedia
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1657 152 048 3144 -85.16 209 1298 km 70.1 nm fhoweb | WWAD | Wikipedia | Google Map
432 477 QFDS 30.39 867 289 140.3 kmn 75.8 nm fhoweb  WWAD  Wikipedia  Soogle Map
S05 500 NGE2 3B -85.3 131 136.8 km 73.9 nm fhoweb | WWAD | Wikipedia | Google Map
540 535 040 31.36 -35.14 466 33.4 km 47.7 nm fhoweb  WWAD  Wikipedia  Google Map
241 o236 044 313 -36.19 312 120.9 ki 63.3 nm fhoweb | WWAD | Wikipedia | Google Map
542 537 0J5 3122 -85.19 358 725 km 39.1 nm fhoweb  WWAD Wikipedia  Google Map
g7y a7 1A 3153 -85.29 433 106.7 krn 57.6 nm fhoweb | WWAD | Wikipedia | Soogle Map
333 B33 14 3124 -34.54 213 1005 krn 54.3 nm fhoweb  WWAD  Wikipedia  Google Map
1010 1005 14 31.25 -86.5 259 141.1 kmn 76.2 nm fhoweb  WWAD  Wikipedia  Google Map
10589 1034 16J 31.45 -34.25 3N 136.5 kmn 3.7 nm fhoweb | WWAD | Wikipedia | Google Map
1123 1118 17 £}l -34.53 144 83.7 km 45.2 nm fhoweb | WWAD | WWikipedia | Google Map
11483 1148 18FD 3051 -86.4 249 110.3 km 59.5 nm fhoweb | WWAD | Wikipedia | Soogle Map
1259 1294 1FLS 3018 -35.52 0 50.5 km 27.3 nm fhoweb | WWAD | Wikipedia | Google Map
1365 1363 1039 30.24 -86.5 20 125.3 km 67.7 nm fhoweb  WWAD  Wikipedia  Google Map

After using the auto filter it should look like the screenshot above. There are orange
and green lines. The green lines represent destination airports between 30 — 60 nm
away from your departure airport. The orange lines represents between 20 — 30 nm
and 60 — 90 nm distance from your departure airport.

TIP: If you are looking for other distances just enter your desired numbers in the
settings screen for the auto filter. Don’t worry about the colours of the lines, they will
stay due to the hard coded specifications, so don't get irritated.
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| Microsoft Excel - Flight_Trip_Chooser.xls
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In Column | named “status” you can type in the word “landed” to set a remark that
you have been there already. Just type “landed” in this cell and hit the return key, the
colour will change to magenta by itself for highlighting.

At the right side of the lines you will find four links. Three of them you know already
from the departure airport (fooweb, Wikipedia and GoogleMap), but here they are
linked to all the different destination airports. The fourth link named WAD (World Aero
Data) brings you directly to the desired entry to worldaerodata.com. It's a pretty
complete database with very generic information about airports and navaids.

When you find a destination airport of your interest, just get your necessary
information, print it and go flying. For a challenging VFR flight you should have
enough information by now. Try to fly along rivers or highways which you can see at
your printed GoogleMap. A tutorial flight about this procedure is in work. In case you
can't find your destination airport this way while flying, just use the GPS aboard. A
tutorial flight about simple GPS navigation is in work too.

If you want to fly IFR go ahead and plan your flight (FSNavigator is a good flight
planner; very simple flight planning is possible with the MSFS 2004 built in flight
planner). If you file your flight plan within MSFS 2004 you will be able to use the
MSFS 2004 built in ATC (but no SID and STAR procedures). A tutorial flight will be
available soon.

One thing left to say — keep flying and safe landings.

This material is not authorized for real navigation and is not meant to be used for real
flight planning.

For further information check my website at http://www.flying-eddie.com.
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