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Black Sea - Tour Overview

Above The Sky: Black Sea traces a 320-nautical-mile aerial journey along coastlines where ancient
civilizations met nomadic empires and where the legacies of Greeks, Romans, Ottomans, and
Soviets are etched into the landscape. This immersive flight in the Cessna 172 connects Bulgaria’s
southern coast with the historic grandeur of Odesa, crossing over the wild, untamed wetlands of the
Danube Delta, a UNESCO World Heritage site.

The route follows the western edge of the Black Sea, a body of water that has been a crossroads of
trade, conflict, and culture for millennia. Our flight path begins over Thracian ruins and sun-
drenched Bulgarian resorts, progressing northward to the formidable port cities of Burgas and
Varna, maritime gateways for centuries. From there, the landscape transforms dramatically as we
enter Romania and approach the Danube Delta. This labyrinth of channels, lakes, and marshes is
one of Europe's most vital biosphere reserves, a sanctuary for countless bird species and home to
isolated communities that preserve age-old ways of life.

The final leg of our journey carries us over Ukrainian lagoons and sand spits into Odesa, the "Pearl
of the Black Sea." This city, envisioned by Catherine the Great and crafted by French architects,
offers a stunning conclusion with its neoclassical architecture, broad avenues, and the iconic
Potemkin Stairs descending to the sea.

This tour is a journey of contrasts, revealing the evolution of the Black Sea coast from ancient
Greek colonies and Roman outposts to modern industrial ports and unspoilt natural wonders.

Tour Highlights

Historical & Cultural Sites

* Burgas & Varna: Bulgaria’s largest port cities, with histories stretching from ancient
Thrace and the Roman Empire to modern maritime commerce.

* Varna Necropolis: Site of the world's oldest gold treasure, dating back to 4,500 BCE.

* Constanta's Old Town: Romania’s oldest continuously inhabited city, where the Roman
poet Ovid was exiled.

* Odesa's Historic Center: A UNESCO World Heritage site known for its 19th-century
architecture, including the Opera House and Potemkin Stairs.

* Ottoman & Soviet Legacy: Remnants of centuries of influence visible in coastal
fortifications, industrial ports, and planned urban developments.

Natural Landscapes

* Bulgarian Riviera: A coastline of sandy beaches, rocky capes, and modern resort towns.

* Danube Delta: Europe’s largest and best-preserved river delta, a UNESCO Biosphere
Reserve with a labyrinth of channels and lakes.

* Sinoe-Razim Lagoon System: A vast complex of coastal lakes vital for migratory birds.
* Sasyk & Zatoka Lagoons: Unique coastal water bodies on the approach to Odesa.

* Black Sea Coastline: A continuous panorama of cliffs, beaches, and river mouths.



Complete Flight Guide — Black Sea (LBPR —
UKOO)

Departure: Primorsko Airport (LBPR) - Runway 28

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 280° (runway heading), then as directed for coastal route
Altitude: Climb to 3,000 ft

Route: Turn north after departure to follow coastline.

Our Black Sea journey begins at Primorsko, a small airfield nestled within an oak forest just west of

the town. This facility is located near the mouth of the Diavolska Reka (Devil's River) and the
dense, riverine woodlands of the Ropotamo Nature Reserve. This protected area is often called the
"Bulgarian Amazon" for its lush vegetation and liana vines. As we take to the skies, our departure
path offers a final glimpse of the Beglik Tash Thracian sanctuary to the south, a collection of
megaliths arranged in a mysterious astronomical calendar.



Waypoint 1: Rosen

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 323°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: Small village west of the main coastal road
Route: Follow the coastline north from Primorsko.

Following the coastline north from our departure point, we soon pass over Rosen. It is a small
inland village, lying just west of the main coastal road at the foot of the Medni Rid ridge, the
easternmost spur of the Strandzha Mountains.

This settlement's quiet existence offers a glimpse into the rural life that persists just beyond the
high-energy resorts. Its name, derived from the Bulgarian word for "dew," evokes the pastoral
tranquility of the agricultural heartland that supports the bustling tourist centers along the shore.



Waypoint 2: Burgas

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 330°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: Large port city with prominent industrial facilities and lakes
Route: Continue north along the coast until you fly over the city.
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Our flight path takes us directly over Burgas, a major Black Sea port and a hub of industry and
culture. Its history stretches back to ancient Thracian settlements and the nearby Roman colony of
Deultum. Today, it stands as Bulgaria’s fourth-largest city. The urban sprawl is flanked by three
large coastal lakes—Atanasovsko, Burgas, and Mandrensko. Together, they form a vital wetland
complex for bird migration along the Via Pontica, one of Europe's main avian migratory routes.
Each season, thousands of storks, pelicans, and birds of prey pass through here.

From our vantage point, the sprawling port facilities and the large LUKOIL Neftochim oil refinery
to the north contrast sharply with the serene, protected waters of the surrounding nature reserves.
The city itself hosts a dinamic cultural scene. Its expansive Sea Garden park, dotted with
monuments and sculptures, provides a green buffer along the waterfront. In the heart of the city, the
Archaeological Museum holds artifacts from the region's long history, connecting the modern
industrial port to its ancient roots.



Waypoint 3: Sveti Vlas

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 045°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: Resort town with a large marina at the foot of a mountain range
Route: Fly along the sweeping arc of the bay north of Burgas.

Following the coastal arc northward, we approach Sveti Vlas. This settlement is uniquely
positioned at the meeting point of the Balkan Mountains' easternmost slopes and the Black Sea.
Once a quiet fishing village founded by Thracians and later named after the patron saint of cattle
breeders, it has grown into an upscale resort town.

Its modern Dinevi Marina, the largest in Bulgaria, is filled with yachts and offers a striking view
from above. Its location at the foot of the mountains provides natural protection from the strong
northern winds. This geographical advantage has contributed significantly to its recent development
as a premier tourist destination, known for its specific climate, which is considered beneficial for
respiratory conditions.



Waypoint 4: Bliznatsi

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 330°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: Twin villages located on either side of the Kamchiya River mouth
Route: Continue following the coast north from Sveti Vlas.

The coastline continues to guide our route as we pass over Bliznatsi. These are two small, paired
villages situated near the mouth of the Kamchiya River.

The area is defined by the dense, riverine forests of the Kamchiya Biosphere Reserve, a UNESCO-
protected territory. These "longoz" forests are a rare European phenomenon. Here, lianas and dense
undergrowth create an almost tropical appearance, thriving in the floodplain of the river.

The Kamchiya's calm, wide mouth offers a serene break from the developed coastline to the south,
and its protected status helps preserve this unique ecosystem.



Waypoint 5: Varna

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 020°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: Major port city with a large bridge, extensive beaches, and naval base
Route: Proceed over the city of Varna.

Our route brings us over the sprawling urban landscape of Varna, Bulgaria's sea capital and its
third-largest city. The city's roots are deep, founded as the Greek colony of Odessos in the 6th
century BCE. It later became a major Roman city and a key Byzantine and Ottoman stronghold. Its
immense antiquity was confirmed by the discovery of the Varna Necropolis. Here, the world's oldest
processed gold treasure was unearthed, dating back more than 6,000 years to the Chalcolithic
period. This collection of over 3,000 gold artifacts rewrote historical timelines for human
civilization and metallurgy.

Below us, the Asparuhov Bridge spans the channel connecting Lake Varna to the sea, a significant
piece of modern engineering. The city's long waterfront, known as the Sea Garden (Morska

gradina), is one of the largest landscaped parks in the Balkans. It contains an open-air theater, an
aquarium, a dolphinarium, and the Naval Museum. The Roman Thermae, the remains of a large
public bath complex from the Roman era, are among the largest in Europe. Varna's role as the
headquarters of the Bulgarian Navy is clearly visible from the air, with military vessels often
docked in the port. The city is a blend of ancient history, rich culture, and modern commercial life.



Waypoint 6: Dobrich

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 345°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: Large inland city surrounded by extensive agricultural fields
Route: Fly inland, heading northeast from Varna.

Heading inland from Varna, the landscape transitions to the fertile plains of the Southern Dobruja
region. Here we find Dobrich, a major agricultural and industrial center. This area is often called
the "breadbasket of Bulgaria."

The vast, flat fields of wheat, corn, and sunflowers create a patchwork of green and gold from our
aerial perspective. The city itself is a hub for food processing, textile manufacturing, and machinery.
Its economic life is deeply connected to the surrounding farmland, reflecting a character distinct
from the coastal tourist towns.

The Old Dobrich ethnographic complex in the city center preserves the architecture, crafts, and
customs of the region from the 19th and early 20th centuries, offering a window into the area's past.



Waypoint 7: Spasovo

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 070°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: Small village near the Bulgarian-Romanian border
Route: Continue northeast from Dobrich, approaching the border.
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Continuing northeast from Dobrich, Spasovo is one of the last Bulgarian settlements we will see.
This small village is surrounded by open agricultural terrain and, increasingly, by modern wind
turbines that harness the steady breezes of the plateau. Its location marks our approach to the
Romanian border.

The landscape here is characterized by gently rolling hills and the immense, open sky of the
northern Dobruja plateau, a region of historical contention between Bulgaria and Romania, now a
symbol of cross-border cooperation.



Waypoint 8: Mangalia

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 060°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: Coastal city with a large shipyard and Roman-era ruins
Route: Cross the border into Romania and follow the coast north.

After crossing into Romanian airspace and rejoining the coast, our next point of reference
is Mangalia. This city has a history stretching back over 2,500 years to its founding as the Greek
colony of Callatis by Dorian Greeks from Heraclea Pontica. It is Romania's southernmost resort and
is known for its large shipyard, the Daewoo-Mangalia Heavy Industries, a major industrial feature
visible from the air.

The city's past is still present in the Callatis Archaeological Park. Here, remnants of the ancient
Greek defensive walls, Roman-era streets, and a 4th-century Syrian Christian basilica have been
excavated. A large sarcophagus discovered in a tomb here contained papyrus fragments, a unique
find for Romania.



Waypoint 9: Techirghiol Lake

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 010°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: Large, highly saline lake just inland from the Black Sea
Route: Continue north along the Romanian coastline.
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Just inland from the coast, the distinctive milky color of Techirghiol Lake becomes apparent. This
is a large hypersaline lagoon renowned for its sapropelic mud.

This dark, mineral-rich mud is believed to have therapeutic properties, particularly for rheumatic
ailments. According to legend, the lake's healing powers were discovered by an elderly, blind, and
crippled man named Techir, who accidentally fell into the mud with his donkey and emerged cured.

The high salt content gives the water a unique quality and supports specific microorganisms,
including the crustacean Artemia salina. The town of the same name on its shore is a well-known
spa resort, its existence entirely dependent on the geological peculiarity of the lake below us.



Waypoint 10: Constanta

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 005°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: Romania's largest port city, with a historic peninsula and casino
Route: Fly over the city of Constanta.
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Our flight path takes us over Constanta, Romania's primary seaport and its oldest continuously
inhabited city. Founded by Greek colonists from Miletus in the 6th century BCE as Tomis, it is
famously known as the place where the Roman poet Ovid was exiled by Emperor Augustus in 8 CE.

Ovid wrote his famous poems, the Tristia and Epistulae ex Ponto, here, lamenting his fate in this
remote corner of the empire. The historic peninsula juts into the sea. The city’s iconic and now-
derelict Art Nouveau casino stands there as a poignant landmark of a bygone era of glamour.

The immense scale of the Port of Constanta, one of the largest on the Black Sea, dominates the
southern part of the cityscape. Its complex network of basins, piers, and cranes handles a vast
amount of cargo, connecting Central and Eastern Europe to global maritime routes. The old town
features a mosaic of architectural styles. Roman remains, including a magnificent mosaic floor from
a 4th-century commercial building, are preserved in a museum. A Genoese lighthouse recalls the
time of Italian maritime republics. The Great Mahmudiye Mosque, commissioned by King Carol 1
in 1910, stands as a symbol of the city's long-standing multicultural heritage.



Waypoint 11: Tasaul Lake

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 355°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: Coastal lake north of Constanta
Route: Follow the coast north from Constanta.

North of Constanta, Tasaul Lake is another of the freshwater lagoons that line the Romanian coast.
It is separated from the Black Sea by a narrow sandbar. This body of water is an important resting
point for migratory birds and supports a local fishing economy.

On its southern shore, the massive Petromidia Refinery in Navodari presents a stark industrial
contrast to the natural setting. From our altitude, the complex network of pipes and towers of the
refinery stands out against the tranquil blue of the lake and the sea.



Waypoint 12: Sinoe Lake

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 035°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: The southernmost of a large lagoon system

Route: Continue north, following the extensive lagoon complex.
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Following the lagoon system northward, we reach Sinoe Lake. This is the vast, southernmost part
of the Razim-Sinoe lagoon complex, a protected area of immense ecological value.

The ruins of the ancient Greek colony of Histria, the oldest urban settlement in Romania, are
located on its shores. Founded by Milesian Greeks in the 7th century BCE, Histria was a prosperous
trading post for over a millennium until its bay silted up, cutting it off from the sea.

From the air, the site's defensive walls, the Sacred Zone with its temples, and early Christian
basilicas are still visible, a testament to the region's importance in antiquity.



Waypoint 13: Razim Lake

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 040°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: Largest lake in the lagoon complex, forming the southern edge of the Danube Delta
Route: Continue flying over the lagoon system.

Continuing over the lagoon system, Razim Lake spreads out below us. It is the largest lake in
Romania and forms the southern boundary of the Danube Delta proper.

This massive body of freshwater was once an open bay of the Black Sea, known to the ancients as
Halmyris Bay. Over centuries, it was enclosed by the sediment deposited by the Danube River,
creating the unique lagoon environment we see today.

The lake is dotted with small islands, including Popina Island, a limestone remnant of an ancient
land bridge and a key nesting site for the colorful shelduck.



Waypoint 14: Saint George Branch

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 040°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: The southernmost main channel of the Danube Delta
Route: Intercept and follow the river channel as it flows to the sea.
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We now intercept the Saint George (Sfantu Gheorghe) Branch. This is the southernmost and
oldest of the three main channels that carry the Danube's waters into the Black Sea.

The river here is wide and slow-moving, flanked by dense reed beds and forests of willow and
poplar. Its meandering course creates a landscape rich in biodiversity and is less affected by
canalization than the other branches. T

he small, isolated fishing village of Sfantu Gheorghe is situated at its mouth. This community,
composed largely of Lipovans—descendants of Russian Old Believers who fled religious
persecution in the 18th century—is known for its sandy beaches and a lighthouse that marks the
river's entry into the sea.



Waypoint 15: Danube Delta

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 040°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: Expansive network of channels, lakes, and marshes
Route: Fly over the heart of the delta.

We are now over the heart of the Danube Delta, a UNESCO World Heritage site and one of the
world’s most extensive and important wetlands. This is Europe's largest remaining natural wetland,
covering over 2,200 square miles. It is a shifting, dynamic labyrinth of more than 300 bird species,
including the largest colonies of white and Dalmatian pelicans in Europe. It also hosts countless fish

and unique vegetation, such as floating reed islands known as "plauri".

From above, the delta is a mesmerizing mosaic of water and land. The three main channels—Chilia,
Sulina, and Saint George—branch out like veins through a vast expanse of green, connecting
thousands of lakes and marshes. Small, isolated fishing communities, many of whose inhabitants
are of Ukrainian or Russian Lipovan descent, are scattered throughout this watery wilderness.

They rely on the river for their sustenance and transport, often using small, flat-bottomed wooden

boats called "lotca". The delta is a place where human life seems to move at the pace of the river, in
harmony with the cycles of nature.



Waypoint 16: Sasyk Lagoon

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 360°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: Large lagoon west of the main delta channels
Route: Cross the border into Ukraine and fly over the lagoon.

Crossing into Ukraine, the first major feature is Sasyk Lagoon. Originally a saltwater estuary open
to the sea, it was transformed by a Soviet-era engineering project in the 1970s. A 14-kilometer-long
dam was built to separate it from the Black Sea, with the ambitious goal of creating a freshwater
reservoir for irrigating the surrounding arid farmland.

The project was largely an ecological disaster. The desalinization failed due to poor planning,
leading to the collapse of the local fishing industry and widespread environmental degradation.

The dam that separates it from the sea is clearly visible from our altitude as a long, straight line—a
stark reminder of humanity's often-fraught attempts to reshape nature on a grand scale.



Waypoint 17: Lebedivka

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 060°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: Small resort village on a spit of land
Route: Follow the Ukrainian coast northeast.

\ .‘

-

-

Following the Ukrainian coast northeast, we pass Lebedivka. This is a small resort village situated
on a narrow spit of land between the Black Sea and the Burnas Lagoon.

The area is known for its therapeutic mud and quiet, sandy beaches, offering a more tranquil
alternative to the larger resort towns.

Its name, derived from the Ukrainian word for "swan," hints at the abundant birdlife that frequents
the adjacent lagoon, making it a destination for both health tourism and nature observation.



Waypoint 18: Zatoka

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 040°

Altitude: 3,000 ft

Landmark: Long sand spit with a bridge at its southern end

Route: Fly along the sand spit that separates the Dniester Estuary from the sea.

Ahead lies Zatoka, a town built on a long, narrow sand spit. This remarkable geographic feature

separates the vast Dniester Estuary (Dnistrovskyi Lyman) from the open waters of the Black Sea.
The estuary itself is fed by the Dniester River, one of Eastern Europe's major waterways.

A distinctive vertical-lift bridge at the spit's southern end allows ships to pass between the estuary
and the sea.

The town of Zatoka is a popular summer destination, its beaches stretching for miles along the
coastline. The spit's strategic location at the mouth of a major river has made it important since
antiquity.



Waypoint 19: Odesa

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 030°

Altitude: Descend to 2,000 ft for approach

Landmark: Major port city with a planned grid layout and famous waterfront stairs
Route: Prepare for landing on runway 34.

As we align for our final approach to Odesa on runway 34, the city's elegant and orderly design
comes into full view. Founded by an edict from Catherine the Great in 1794, Odesa was planned by
French and Italian architects as Russia's southern maritime gateway. The city's first governor, the
Duke de Richelieu, played a key role in its development, fleeing the French Revolution to serve the
Russian Empire. Its neoclassical buildings and grid-like streets give it a distinctly Western European
feel, unlike many other cities in the former Russian Empire.

The iconic Potemkin Stairs, a giant formal staircase with 192 steps, descend dramatically from the
city center to the port. They were immortalized in Sergei Eisenstein's 1925 silent film, "Battleship
Potemkin," becoming a symbol of the city itself. The city's historic core, including the magnificent
Odesa Opera and Ballet Theater, is a designated UNESCO World Heritage site.

The theater, designed by the Viennese architects Fellner & Helmer, is considered an architectural
masterpiece, famed for its acoustics and lavish interior. From our approach, the city’s grand
avenues, lined with acacia trees, and its bustling port create a memorable final spectacle, a fitting
end to our journey along the historic Black Sea coast.



Arrival: Odesa International Airport (UKOO) - Runway 34

Navigation:

Magnetic Heading: 340° (runway heading)
Altitude: Descend on standard approach path
Landing: Execute landing on runway 34.

Our flight along the Black Sea coast concludes at Odesa International Airport. T

his modern facility serves as the main air hub for southern Ukraine. Landing here, we leave behind
the wild wetlands and quiet lagoons of the delta.

We arrive in a city that has long stood as a beacon of commerce, art, and multiculturalism on the
Black Sea—a cosmopolitan jewel built on the ambitions of an empire and the dreams of people
from across Europe.
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