
How to Use the Mission Pack

 A Guide to Enhanced Flight Simulation

This manual provides a comprehensive guide to maximizing your enjoyment and realism when flying

missions created for Microsoft Flight Simulator. From pre-flight planning to post-flight procedures, this

guide covers essential  steps and helpful  tips  to  ensure a smooth,  immersive,  and rewarding flight

simulation experience.

1. Pre-Flight Preparation: Setting the Stage for Success

Before you even step into the virtual cockpit, thorough preparation is key:

• Mission  Briefing: Carefully  review  the  mission  briefing  provided.  This  briefing  contains

essential information about the flight, including the departure and arrival airports, aircraft type,

cruising altitude, route, and any special considerations or challenges. Pay close attention to any

unique instructions or objectives specific to the mission.

• Flight  Planning: While  some  missions  might  have  pre-loaded  flight  plans,  using  a  flight

planner like LittleNavMap, SimBrief, or the in-game World Map enhances realism and allows

you to familiarize yourself with the route. Consider factors like weather conditions, airspaces,

and potential  alternate  airports  when planning  your  flight.  This  step  is  essential  for  a  truly

immersive experience.

• Aircraft Familiarization: If you're flying an aircraft you're not entirely familiar with, take some 

time to review the aircraft's systems, procedures, and performance characteristics. Consult the 

aircraft's documentation or online tutorials. This will help prevent surprises during the flight.

• Passenger Boarding (If Applicable): Some missions might incorporate passenger boarding 

procedures. Follow the instructions provided in the briefing or by in-game prompts to simulate a 

realistic boarding process. This adds a touch of immersion to the experience.

2. Cockpit Setup and MCDU Programming: Precision is Key

Once you're in the cockpit, accurate setup is crucial:

• MCDU Programming: The MCDU (Multi-function Control Display Unit) is the heart of modern 

airliner operations. Carefully enter all necessary information relating to your planned route, 

including the departure and arrival airports, waypoints, airways, and cruising altitude. Double-

check your entries to ensure accuracy. If the mission briefing or ATC assigns a Standard 

Instrument Departure (SID) or Standard Terminal Arrival Route (STAR), enter it into the MCDU 

accordingly, ensuring compatibility with your flight plan. If using an external flight planner, 

ensure its data is correctly synced with the simulator’s FMS.

• Cockpit Preparation: Set the altimeter, adjust the cockpit lighting, and configure any other 

necessary instruments or systems according to the mission briefing and the prevailing weather 

conditions.



3. Taxiing: Navigating the Ground with Care

• Taxi Procedures: After receiving clearance from Ground Control, taxi to the assigned runway, 

following airport signage and ATC instructions. Maintain a safe taxi speed (typically between 20 

and 25 knots) and be mindful of other aircraft and ground vehicles.

•Taxi Checklist: If the mission includes a taxi checklist, complete it meticulously before entering

the runway.

4. Runway Procedures: Preparing for Departure

• Runway Alignment: Align the aircraft with the runway centerline and hold position.

• Pre-Takeoff Checklist: Complete the pre-takeoff checklist carefully, ensuring all systems are 

configured correctly for departure.

• Takeoff Clearance: Request takeoff clearance from the tower.

• Takeoff: After receiving clearance, smoothly advance the throttles to takeoff power and 

maintain directional control with the rudder. Rotate at the designated speed (Vr) and establish a 

positive rate of climb.

5. In-Flight Procedures: Maintaining Control and Efficiency

• Climb to Cruise Altitude: Follow the flight plan and ATC instructions to climb to the assigned 

cruising altitude. For the mission to work correctly, it's essential to maintain the specified flight 

level.

• En-Route Operations: Monitor engine instruments, fuel flow, and navigation displays. 

Maintain situational awareness and communicate with ATC as required.

• Adherence to Flight Plan: Stay on course and maintain the assigned altitude. Deviations 

from the flight plan can impact mission triggers and completion.

6. Approach and Landing: Precision and Smoothness

• Approach Clearance: Request approach clearance from ATC.

• MCDU Programming for Approach: If required, enter the assigned approach procedure into 

the MCDU.

• Descent and Approach: Follow ATC instructions and the approach procedure to descend and

intercept the final approach course

• Landing: Maintain a stable approach speed and glide path. Execute a smooth touchdown on 

the runway.



7. Post-Flight Procedures: Completing the Mission

• Taxi to Gate: After landing, follow ATC instructions to taxi to the assigned gate.

• Engine Shutdown: Once parked at the gate, set the parking brake and shut down the engines

according to the aircraft’s procedures.

• Mission Completion: Wait for the mission completion message to confirm that you have 

successfully fulfilled all objectives. Some missions may have specific requirements for 

successful completion, such as parking at a certain gate or completing the shutdown procedure 

within a specific timeframe. Pay close attention to the briefing instructions for each mission.

By following these guidelines, you can enhance your enjoyment and realism when flying missions in 

Microsoft Flight Simulator. Remember, preparation, precision, and adherence to procedures are key to 

a successful and rewarding flight simulation experience. Happy landings!


